[Acute viral and emerging viral CNS infections].
The morbidity and mortality of viral CNS infections can be reduced through early initiation of therapy, which could be specific or in most cases symptomatic. This in turn requires the physician to consider meningoencephalitis as a differential diagnosis.Increasing climate changes, global air travel and changing immune responses contribute to the emergence of rather rare viral pathogens on our continent. Thus, neurologists in Europe are facing an enormous challenge due to lacking knowledge and experience of these new germs, which needs to be taken care of.Novel therapeutic approaches with e.g. monoclonal antibodies awaken the hope of mitigating the partially lethal courses of these diseases.